
Thursday, January 12, 2023 
Organizational and COG Regular Board 

Meeting Minutes 

2080 Citygate Drive, Columbus, OH - 8:00 A.M. 

 

 

Staff Present:

The Governing Board of ESC Council of Governments Organizational Meeting was called to order by Bill 
Brownson, President Pro Ternpore on January 2023, at 08:05 a.m.  The following members were present

Mr. Brownson, Mr. Cygnor, Ms. Reed and Mr. Stewart

Gale Marsh 

David Varda 
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Mr. Brownson called for nominations from members of the Governing Board for the position of Board President for 2023.

Mr. Cygnor nominated by Mr. Stewart. 
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Mr. Stewart moved and Ms. Reed seconded that the Governing  Board close nominations  for President; 
The vote resulted as:
Mr. Brownson  Aye; Mr.  Cygnor Aye, Ms. Reed, Aye and Mr. Stewart Aye,

Motion Passed

President Pro Tempore Brownson Called for the vote for Mr. Cygnor to be elected  Board President and 
the vote resulted as follows:

Mr. Brownson  Aye; Mr.  Cygnor Aye, Ms. Reed, Aye and Mr. Stewart Aye,

Mr. Cygnor elected Board President fpr 2023.



Mr. Brownson called for nominationsfrom members of the Governing Board for the position of Board Vice
President for 2023

Ms. Reed was nominated by Mr. Stewart

Mr. Stewart moved and Mr. Cygnor seconded that the nominations be closed.  The vote resulted as follows: 

Mr. Brownson-Aye;Mr. Cygnor-Aye;Ms. Reed-Aye and Mr. Stewart-Aye

Motion Passed

President Pro Tempore Brownson called for the vote for Ms. Reed to be elected  Board Vice-President and the

vote resulted as follows:

Mr. Brownson  Aye; Mr.  Cygnor Aye, Ms. Reed, Aye and Mr. Stewart Aye,

Ms. Reed elected Board Vice-President for 2023.
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https://go.boarddocs.com/oh/esccog/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CLMN4W5E29CF 8/36 

Mr. Brownson called for nominationsfrom members of the Governing Board for the position of Secretary for 2023

Mr. Stewart was nominated by Mr. Cygnor

Ms. Reed moved and Mr. Cygnor seconded that the nominations be closed.  The vote resulted as follows: 
Mr. Brownson-Aye;Mr. Cygnor-Aye;Ms. Reed-Aye and Mr. Stewart-Aye
Motion Passed

President Pro Tempore Brownson called for the vote for Mr. Stewart to be elected  Board Secretary and the vote resulted as 
follows:

Mr. Brownson  Aye; Mr.  Cygnor Aye, Ms. Reed, Aye and Mr. Stewart Aye,

Mr. Stewart elected Board Secretary for 2023.



Ms. Reed moved and Mr. Stewart seconded that the Governing Board of the ESC Council of Governments adopt the 
agenda for the 2023 Organizational Meeting. 

Mr. Brownson-Aye; Mr. Cygnor-Aye; Ms. Reed-Aye; Mr. Stewart-Aye

Motion Passed



Mr. Stewart moved and Ms. Reed Seconded that the Governing Board to Approve the 2023 Organizational Resolutions for

the Superintendent, Treasurer/CFO, and Governing Board

1. Designate the Superintendent as the official purchasing agent for the Educational Service Center of Central Ohio
Council of Governments.

2. Authorize the Superintendent to employ such temporary personnel and/or accept resignations as needed for
emergency situations; such employment to be presented for approval at the next regular board meeting.

3. Authorize the Superintendent to sign agreements per Board Policy.

4. Authorize the Treasurer/CFO to pay properly authorized bills within the limits of appropriations for merchandise/services

that have been received in good condition

and to report monthly to the Governing Board a summary of those bills paid.

5. Authorize the Treasurer/CFO to sign agreements per Board Policy.

6. Authorize the Treasurer/CFO to receive, expend and account for State and Federal funds.

7. Adopt the following resolution authorizing the use of facsimile signatures:

WHEREAS, it is required by law that no monies of the Educational Service Center shall be disbursed by check unless     signed

by the Treasurer/CFO and no purchase order shall be issued without the signatures of the Treasurer/CFO and/or

Superintendent of the Educational Service Center of Central Ohio, and

WHEREAS, the Office of the Auditor of State through H.B. 694 has approved the use of facsimile signature by the Treasurer/

CFO impressed upon each check and the signatures of the Treasurer/CFO and Superintendent impressed upon each

purchase order by a machine maintained in the custody of the Governing Board Business Services Center.

NOW, BE IT RESOLVED, that the facsimile signature of David Varda, Treasurer/CFO, appear upon all checks issued and that

the facsimile signatures of David Varda, Treasurer/CFO, and/or Thomas Goodney, Superintendent, appear upon all purchase

orders issued by the Educational Service Center of Central Ohio in accordance with the provisions of the law.

8. Authorize the Treasurer/CFO to temporarily invest funds as allowed by law.

9. Authorize the Treasurer/CFO to make within fund transfers as may become necessary and report same on a regular basis

to the Governing Board.

10. Authorized the Treasurer/CFO to set a maximum limit of $25,000.00 for any credit card account utilized by the ESC of

Central Ohio in 2023.



1. Adopt the most recent edition of Robert's Rules of Order (Newly Revised) as the parliamentary authority
governing the Governing Board in all cases which it is not inconsistent with statute, administration code, or the 
Governing Board's Bylaws

.

2. Authorize the Governing Board President, Treasurer/CFO and/or Superintendent to engage any appropriate
legal counsel, as needed, with the firms of:

Bricker & Eckler, LLP, Scott Scriven LLP, and Pollock Law Firm for legal services. 

3. Waive the reading of the previous meeting minutes provided that copies of the minutes have been
distributed to the Governing Board at least two days prior to the date of the next succeeding meeting.
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President Pro Tempore Brownson called for the vote on the consent agenda

Mr. Brownson-Aye; Mr. Cygnor-Aye;Ms. Reed-Aye; Mr. Stewart-Aye

Motion Passed

Governing Board  Items:



Mr. Stewart moved and Mr. Cygnor seconded that the Governing Board of the ESC Council of Governments 
adjourn its 2023 organizational meeting and reconvene in regular session at 8:16 AM.

Mr. Brownson-Aye; Mr. Cygnor-Aye; Ms. Reed-Aye; Mr. Stewart-Aye

Motion passed
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Board President Matt Cygnor  assumed the chair of the meeting.

Ms. Reed moved and Mr. Brownson seconded that the Governing Board of the ESC Council of Governments 
adopt the agend a for the January 12, 2023 Regular Board meeting, as presented. 

Mr. Brownson-Aye;Mr. Cygnor-Aye;Ms. Reed-Aye; Mr. Stewart-Aye

Motion Passed



Ms. Reed and Mr. Brownson the Governing Board of the Educational Service Center of Central Ohio Council 
of Governments approve the consent agenda for the January 12, 2023 Regular Board meeting. 

Mr. Stewart moved and Mr. Cygnor seconded that the Governing Board table to the next regular meeting the 
Minutes of the December 8, 2022 Meeting and the Financial Reports for the month ended December 31, 2022.

Mr. Brownson-Aye; Mr. Cygnor-Aye; Ms. Reed Aye and Mr. Stewart-Aye
Motion Passed
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5. Consent Items

5.10 MISC/ CORRECTIONS Subject 

Meeting Jan 12, 2023 - Organizational and COG Regular Board Meeting 

Type 

Recommend the Governing Board approves the following: 

UNPAID LEAVE OF ABSENCE: N/A 

CORRECTIONS: N/ A 
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Board President Cygnor called for the vote on the consent agenda 

excluding the items that were tabled:

Mr. Brownso-Aye; Mr. Cygnor-Aye;Ms. Reed-Aye;Mr. Stewart-aye

Motion Passed
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1. Executive Director's Update:

2. Treasurer's Update:

3. Future Board Meetings:

February 10, 2023 

March 10, 2023 
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Wellness Coaches  employed a wellness coach who will start in February with input from

the ESCCO HR Director.  Amber Nickels-ESCCO Mental Health Specialist will be also

working in the Employee Wellness Program.

The ESCCO experienced a fraudulent theft of the checks issued on December 15, 2022 from the

USPS Citygate Mailboxes.  Three of the 80+checks were presented for payment in various USA
cities with different payees than were on the original check issued. Due to the controls that the

ESCCO has in place with their bank, the checks were not honored.  The ESCCO is working with
law enforcement officials locally and at the USPS.

8:00 AM
8:00 AM

Mr. Stewart moved and Ms. Reed seconded that the Governing Board adjourn at 8:46 AM.

The vote resulted as follows:

Mr. Brownson-Aye; Mr. Cygnor-Aye; Ms. Reed-Aye; Mr. Stewart-Aye

Motion Passed


