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Session Outcomes

Participants will:

1. Become better acquainted with Ohio’s new Seal 

of Biliteracy Program;

2. Learn how to implement a program locally;

3. Consider important tips to ensure the successful 

implementation of the program; and

4. Become familiar with the Department’s online 

Seal of Biliteracy resources.



What is the Ohio Seal of Biliteracy?

“The state seal of biliteracy shall demonstrate 

the attainment of a high level of proficiency 

by a graduate of a...high school in one or 

more languages in addition to English, 

sufficient for meaningful use in college and a 

career.”



The ability to communicate across language 

skills with a high level of proficiency in two 

languages.

Biliterate communication requires:

• Oracy: the ability to listen/comprehend and 

speak/sign.

AND

• Literacy: the ability to read and write

What is biliteracy?



The ability of an individual to use culturally 

appropriate language to communicate 

spontaneously in non-rehearsed contexts with 

a high degree of competence.

Also:
• The degree of skill with which a person can 

use language to comprehend, speak, read, 

write and sign in real-life situations.

What is proficiency?



Participation in the Seal of Biliteracy is 

voluntary and open to seniors graduating 

from:

• Public schools and districts

• Private schools

• Chartered and non-chartered schools

• Homeschooled students

Who can participate?



Having a Seal will help:

• employers and military recruiters identify those 

graduates that can use their biliteracy skills in a 

variety of professional contexts.

• bolster academic credentials for students 

applying to college, competing for scholarships 

and/or looking to place into higher level world 

language courses.

How does receiving a Seal of 

Biliteracy benefit students?



2014 Survey of 2,100 U.S. HR Departments

 93% highly value employees who can work 

effectively with customers, clients and businesses 

from a range of different countries and cultures.

 66% reported identifying foreign language skills as 

an important part of the hiring process

 41% reported a hiring preference for multilingual 

applicants

 34% reported a hiring preference for candidates 

with multicultural experience.

* The trend is upward across all categories compared to past surveys.



1. Decide as a leadership team if the school/district will 

participate in the program. Include WL/ESL staff & 

guidance counselors.

2. Carefully go over all the information posted on the 

Department’s Seal of Biliteracy webpage.

3. Make a local application for students who are within 

15 months of graduation to use to signal their intent 

to earn a Seal of Biliteracy.

4. Post information about the program and the 

application on your webpage in a place easy for 

parents and students to find.

Steps to Implement a Program Locally



Steps to Implement a Program Locally

5. Make an informational flyer to give to all students and 

parents.

6. Advertise the program to students BEFORE they 

begin the world language learning sequence.

7. Decide which world language proficiency test(s) you 

are going to use.

8. Determine a deadline by which students must 

indicate their intent to earn a Seal of Biliteracy.

9. Determine when you will administer the test(s).



Steps to Implement a Program Locally

10. After testing is complete, ensure that the students 

meet ALL English and World Language 

requirements.

11. Notate the Seal of Biliteracy on the students’ 

electronic transcripts.

12. Recognize the accomplishment of your Seal of 

Biliteracy recipients.

13. Submit in EMIS the Seal of Biliteracy Program 

Codes for each recipient.

14. Maintain long-term records of all Seal recipients.



Implementation Tips



Tip #1
Take the time to study and understand all of the 

requirements for students to earn Ohio’s Seal of 
Biliteracy. Frequently revisit the FAQ document.



A student will be identified at the local level as meeting the 

requirements for a Seal of Biliteracy in English if the student has met 

one of the following ELA proficiency qualifiers:

• Proficient level on Ohio’s required state test(s) for high school 

English language arts (currently ELA I and ELA II); or

• Remediation-free scores on the English and reading sections of one 

of the state-recognized college readiness examinations (currently 

the ACT or SAT English and reading sections); or

• Earn a proficient level or higher on a Department-approved 

alternative assessment; or

• Earn a score of proficient on [a high school administration of] the 

Ohio English Language Proficiency Assessment (OELPA).

Ohio Seal of Biliteracy

English Proficiency Requirements



Foreign Language Requirements
1. Passed an Advanced Placement (AP) foreign language examination with 

a score of 4 or higher; or

2. Passed a Higher Level International Baccalaureate (IB) foreign language 

examination with a score of 5 or higher (or Standard Level IB 

Examination with a score of 6 or higher); or

3. Attained a score of Intermediate High or higher in comprehension, 

speaking, reading and writing the language based on the American 

Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Proficiency 

Guidelines found at http://www.actfl.org/, using Department-approved 

assessments; or

4. Qualified for proficiency-based credits through Ohio’s credit flex program 

and attained a score of Intermediate High or higher in comprehension, 

speaking, reading and writing based on the ACTFL Proficiency 

Guidelines using Department-approved assessments; or

http://www.actfl.org/


Foreign Language Requirements

(continued)

5. Attained a score equivalent to Intermediate High or higher on the ACTFL 

Proficiency Guidelines in interpersonal signing, presentational signing 

and demonstrating understanding of American Sign Language (ASL) on 

an American Sign Language assessment approved by the Ohio 

Department of Education; or

6. Attained a score equivalent to Intermediate High or higher on the 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) 

Proficiency Guidelines in interpretive reading and presentational writing 

on a classical language assessment approved by the Ohio Department 

of Education.



Tip #2

Promote collaboration on this initiative 

among your guidance counselors, ESL 

teachers and world language instructors 
from the very start.



Tip #3
Take stock of your world language program. Work 

with your teachers to articulate a seamless program 

that is standards- and proficiency-based. Whenever 

possible, start your program in middle or preferably 
elementary school.



Typical OH K-12 
Language Learner

(2 years)

Honors Diploma Earner (3 years)

AP / I.B. (4-5 years)

Immersion (10-12 years)



Tip #4

Get information about the Seal of Biliteracy 

and its benefits out to students and their 

parents BEFORE they enter your language 
program.



Tip #5
Advertise the program visibly on your 

school or district website.



Tip #6

Ensure the equity of your program by offering the 

Seal of Biliteracy in ALL high schools in your 

district and to ALL world language speakers, 
including heritage students and English learners.



Tip #7
Create a formal application process for seniors 

and end-of-year juniors to indicate they want to be 

considered/assessed for the Seal of Biliteracy.

Minimally include:
• Student information

• Application deadline

• Language(s)

• Checklist of ELA and World Language 

requirements with minimum scores and a 

space to fill in students’ actual scores 

and the date(s) met.

• Clearly indicate any costs being passed 

onto the student.

• Signature lines for student, teacher(s) & 

guidance counselor.

• Check-off for when student attains Seal.



Tip #8

Decide as a department or district which world 

language assessment(s) you will use to measure 

the proficiency of your commonly taught language 
students.



Tip #9

Take advantage of the discounted pricing 

afforded through the Ohio Foreign Language 

Association by LTI (AAPPL) and Avant 
Assessment (STAMP 4s).

STAMP 4s
$17.50  (vs. $25.00)

AAPPL
$17.50  (vs. $20.00)



Tip #10

Have your  teachers take advantage of practice 

versions of approved world language proficiency 
assessments to prepare students for testing.



Tip #11

Ensure the validity of your students’ assessment 

results by ensuring teachers never proctor their own 

students’ tests. Always have a building or district 

testing coordinator or other neutral staff member 

proctor assessments being used to determine Seal of 
Biliteracy eligibility.



Tip #12

Work with ESL teachers to identify literate heritage 

speakers who might qualify for the Seal of 

Biliteracy. Note less commonly taught languages 
that will need to be assessed.



Tip #13

Work with your district’s online platform/transcript 

vendor to have the required Seal of Biliteracy 

language programmed into your  electronic 
transcripts.

“<Student Name> is awarded 

the Ohio Seal of Biliteracy for 

demonstrating high levels of 

proficiency in English and 
<foreign language(s)>.” 



Tip #14
Celebrate the success of those students who qualify 

for a Seal of Biliteracy at graduation. Certificates, 

plaques, medals, ceremonies, cords, etc., are all 
appropriate ways to recognize Seal recipients.



Tip #15
Report Seal of Biliteracy recipients via EMIS 

language-specific Program Codes (public and 

community schools) or safeguard records for the 
long term (private and independent schools).



Where can I get more 

information and guidance?



Resources

ODE’s Seal of Biliteracy Website:

• https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Foreign-

Language/Ohio-Seal-of-Biliteracy

– PowerPoint introduction to the Seal of Biliteracy program

– Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document

– Summary of requirements for earning a Seal of Biliteracy

– List of Approved World Language Assessments & qualifying 

scores

– Link to OAC Rule 3301-16-08

– Listing of Seal of Biliteracy Expert Advisory Group

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Foreign-Language/Ohio-Seal-of-Biliteracy


Questions?



For assistance, contact:

Ryan Wertz
Lead Consultant for World Languages & International 

Education
Tel. 614-728-4630

Ryan.Wertz@education.ohio.gov

Kathy Shelton
World Language Specialist
Tel. 614-995-4840

Kathleen.Shelton@education.ohio.gov

mailto:Ryan.Wertz@education.ohio.gov
mailto:Kathleen.Shelton@education.ohio.gov


education.ohio.gov



Join the Conversation

@OHEducation

@OHEducationSupt

OHEducation

OhioEdDept

OHEducation

education.ohio.gov/text


