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Meeting notes from the ELAN meeting on January 23, 2019 
 

Jill Kramer shared dates for upcoming professional learning opportunities, and new 
resources available online. 
 
Paula Mahaley from the Office of Assessment, ODE, answered questions about OELPA.  
Family reports will be available in mid May.  The window is now open for additional orders 
for OELPA including the K-1 supplemental writing materials.  More materials can be 
ordered until March 26.  Typically it takes 3 – 4 days to arrive in your district.  Paper 
versions of the OELPA are available but are only for students who are unable to use the 
online version, for example, Amish students.  
  
ODE staff clarified who can serve as a test administrator for state tests.   
ACT and SAT accommodations are set by the company, not ODE.   
If a parent refuses services for an EL, the student is still an EL and still gets 
accommodations on assessments and still takes OELPA.  While the EL teacher cannot 
pull that student out for services, the school is still responsible for providing language 
assistance to the student.  Training classroom teachers in best practices for ELs will be 
necessary.   
 
The Lau Center is working with the ELPA 21 consortium to develop alternative ELP 
standards and an assessment for students unable to participate in the regular ELP 
standards.  The assessment will be ready in 2 to 3 years.  
  
About 12,000 students have taken the OELPS (Screener) to date.  The largest number 
was taken by kindergarteners.  Ms. Mahaley reminded participants that OELPS should not 
be given to incoming K students until the beginning of the school year.  It should not be 
given in the spring before K.   
 
Donna Villareal and David Brauer answered questions.  Mr. Brauer introduced Michael 
Crace, the new Title lll administrator.   
 
Trial mainstream status is now given to students who score a combination of 4’s, 5’s and 
one 3 on the OELPA.  The EMIS code is “M”.  This code is only applicable for one year 
and could change with results of the next OELPA.  Districts can choose how to serve 
these students. Districts receive about $758 in general funds for Trial Mainstream 
students.  EMIS codes were clarified.  
 
There was discussion of the parent notification letter.  The law requires that parents are 
notified of the results of their child’s screening for English services.  Districts need to 
document that the parents received and understood the letter.  A parent signature is one 
way to document this.  A staff member may call the parents for their verbal consent, then 
document this.  If parents don’t return a signed form, document attempts to reach them, 
and assume that they are accepting service.  Service for the child may begin before 
parental consent or acknowledgement is received.   
 



 

 
 

Districts are required to monitor the progress of ELs who exit the program for two years. 
Districts can choose how to do this.  Typically the EL teacher or coordinator checks in with 
the student and teachers every nine weeks and records progress.   
 
The state of Ohio monitors exited ELs for four years to track progress in content areas 
through state test results.  They look at subgroups such as students with disabilities.   
 
Foreign exchange students can be screened using OELPS if there is a concern about their 
language proficiency.  Exchange students are considered as regular students.  If they are 
identified as an EL, they would then be eligible for accommodations. 
 
Ms Villareal answered a question about age-appropriate placement of teens arriving with 
little formal education.  She cautioned districts to take an individual approach by 
examining previous education and current language proficiency.  It is a local decision 
whether to give credit for classes taken in another country.   
 
ELPA 21 has created a PD Taskforce and will develop trainings around the standards in 
the future. We are encouraged to contact ELPA21 with our needs.  There is a link on 
ODE’s website to support videos on Washington’s website.  
 
Notes submitted by Jill Kramer, ELL Coordinator, ESC of Central Ohio 
Contact Jill.Kramer@escco.org for more information  
 
 
 
  


